
  
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 

SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 
 

Draft Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, October 27, 2020– 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
Chairperson Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
The following Task Force members were (virtually) present: 
Barney Gallagher, Chair 
Sandy Culver  
Lisa Fremont  
Hall Healy  
Helyn Latham 
Linda Lin 

Peter Mulvaney  
Dudley Onderdonk 
Catherine Procopi 
Larry Reilly 
Jennifer Varela 

 
 The following task force members were not (virtually) present: 

  Ashley Kain Silver 
 
 Also present were: 
 Chris Leiner, Glencoe Park District Director  
 Megan Olson, Staff Liaison 
  

2. OPENING/INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER   
Chairperson Gallagher explained that Governor Pritzker suspended the procedural 
requirement of the Illinois Open Meetings Act that a quorum of a public body be 
physically present to conduct a public meeting, which meant that the GSTF will continue 
to hold virtual meetings until further notice. Additionally, due to the supplemental 
public participation rules approved by the Village Board in April 2020, the Chair 
explained that all members of the public should submit public comments via voicemail 
or email. Chairperson Gallagher asked Staff Liaison Megan Olson if there were any 
public comments that had been submitted before the meeting. No comments had been 
submitted.  
 
Chairperson Gallagher also welcomed Ms. Helyn Latham as an official member to the 
GSTF. Ms. Latham recently moved to Glencoe and has been an active and valued 
participant with the GSTF over the last year. She is passionate about living a low 
environmental impact lifestyle and brings an international perspective to the group from 
her years living in Germany.  

 
3. CONSIDERATION OF THE SEPTEMBER 22, 2020 STF MEETING MINUTES    

Upon a motion made by Mr. Mulvaney and seconded by Ms. Fremont and unanimously 
adopted by all those present by roll call vote, the meeting minutes for the September 22, 
2020 were approved. 
 

4. CONSIDERATION OF THE OCTOBER 7, 2020 STF MEETING MINUTES    



 
 

 

 

Upon a motion made by Mr. Mulvaney and seconded by Mr. Healy and unanimously 
adopted by all those present by roll call vote, the meeting minutes for the October 7, 
2020 were approved. 
 

5. DONATE AND RECYCLE DROP-OFF EVENT FOLLOW-UP 
Chairperson Gallagher asked Ms. Fremont and Ms. Olson to lead the discussion on 
recommendations for the next Donate and Recycle Drop-Off Event. The event saw a 95 
percent increase in the pounds of items that were collected by the Epilepsy Foundation 
within the first hour of the event. Working Bikes collected 52 bicycles, all in working 
condition, and Flat Can Recycling collected 60 cans of spray paint. Excess items from the 
Epilepsy Foundation station were taken by some GSTF members and the Public Works 
Department to the Goodwill and to Play-It-Again Sports.  
 
Recommendations for future events were discussed, including planning for vendors to 
pickup with any excess items that cannot fit into scheduled trucks immediately 
afterwards or the following day, particularly for the household goods. Members also 
discussed inviting Play-It-Again Sports and finding a vendor to take baby items, if the 
Epilepsy Foundation confirms that they will not take baby items. It was noted that space 
in the parking lot is limited.   
 
Alternative messaging for the Donate and Recycle Drop-Off event was also discussed, 
such as the possibility of including event follow-up information in future Village 
newsletters and messaging for future events in the water bill or through a flyer. Ms. 
Olson explained that space is very limited in the Village newsletter, although 
information for future events will be included whenever possible. Messaging for 
accepted items at future events in the Village water bills would also be challenging 
because the billing schedule would not immediately precede the event for most 
residents. The Village is divided up into three water billing zones, and each of the three 
zones receive bills a different month of the quarter. Furthermore, space for messaging is 
limited to a few text sentences in the water bills which would prohibit a list for accepted 
items at a future event. 
 
There was also a discussion about the Donate and Recycle Drop-Off events for 2021. In 
2021, there is a possibility that the Village of Glencoe will only hold one Clean-Up Day 
in the spring, due to low participation in the fall Clean-Up Days. Due to the uncertainty 
of COVID-19 and the uncertainty of the vaccine in the first half, Ms. Olson asked 
members for input about holding the Donate and Recycle Drop-Off Event in the fall for 
2021 due to the difficulty of social distancing and amount of interactions that were 
necessary at the fall 2020 event. The events could be joined back together in 2022, 
assuming the threat of COVID-19 is past. Ms. Olson explained that the Village would 
likely be hosting two recycling events, the Household Chemical and Hazardous Waste 
Clean-Up Event and a dual Paper Shredding and Electronic Recycling Event in June of 
2021-which are easier to adhere to social distancing guidelines because participants are 
asked to keep everything in their trunks and event staff unload the vehicles. The GSTF 
members were concerned about creating too much time between the Donate and 
Recycling Drop-Off and the Clean-Up Day because more items may go to the landfill if 



 
 

 

 

residents wish to declutter sooner. The group decided to table the decision until the next 
GSTF meeting. 
 

6. LIBRARY WEBINAR/ARTICLE/BLOG TOPICS PLANNING 
Ms. Lin led the discussion on library webinar event topics for 2021. Two events had been 
planned for January and February, including a meatless Mondays New Year’s resolution 
webinar and an energy conservation webinar. In March, the Green Laws Subcommittee 
agreed to put together a program. In May, the group agreed to active transportation as 
the topic with Mr. Onderdonk heading up the planning for that month. For April, the 
group agreed that the topic should be a call to action and tie into Earth Day and Arbor 
Day. The group decided to continue to brainstorm on the April topic. Titles and 
webinar blurbs for March through May are due to the library by January 15 and 
webinar organizers should work with Ms. Lin as the coordinator for the library 
webinar events co-sponsored by the GSTF.  
 
For next quarter, the group decided not to have an event for July, as library events 
during this time of year are usually have lower participation. For June, Native Plantings 
on the Green Bay Trail was discussed as a possible topic. For August, the group wanted 
to do a macro-topic event on Climate Change. The group will also continue to 
brainstorm speakers for this event.  
 
The group also planned the first three blog posts for the new year. The group agreed to 
coinciding blog topics with the library webinar presentations for the first three months. 
The updated blog post schedule will be attached in the next meeting packet.  
 

7. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 
The Green Lawns and the Sustainable Business subcommittees submitted the first 
planning documents for 2021. It was decided that the planning documents should all be 
reviewed and approved by the entire GSTF. Groups should submit their planning 
documents and one to three PowerPoint slides for the rescheduled December GSTF 
meeting by Monday, November 30 to Ms. Olson so that they can be included in the 
agenda packet.  
 
As Helyn Latham is a full STF member, it was also decided that Linda Lin would leave 
the Recycling and Waste Subcommittee and join the Public Awareness Subcommittee as 
the STF liaison for the Library webinars to comply with open meeting rules to limit STF 
member group meetings to three members. Lisa Fremont will leave the Public 
Awareness subcommittee to focus on her other two committees.  
 

8. GLENCOE COMMUNITY BOARD AND COMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED) 
A. Village: Ms. Olson reported that she would be working on the contract with Simple 

Recycling and programs with Terracycles during the month of November. 
B. Park District: Mr. Leiner reported that the Park District is continuing to make 

improvements to the Green Bay Trail linear park, the Shuman Overlook, and Duke 
Park. Additionally, due to the Beach Pass Program, the amount of garbage at the 
beach had been reduced as beach pass holders are spending a shorter amount of 



 
 

 

 

time at the beach, even though they are visiting more often. The Park District is also 
working with FEMA on a new concept to the Glencoe Lake Pier.  

C. Library: Ms. Lin reported on the number of people who registered and attended that 
Library webinars co-sponsored with the STF.   

 
9. CANCELATION OF DECEMBER 2020 MEETING 

Chairperson Gallagher brought up the possibility of canceling the December 2020 
meeting. It was brought up that in 2019, the November meeting was moved to 
early/mid-December and the December meeting was canceled. The GTSF agreed to 
cancel the December meeting but move the November meeting from Tuesday, 
November 24 to Tuesday, December 8.  

10. OTHER BUSINESS 
Ms. Fremont volunteered to work on a document to share with residents about what can 
be recycled and composted with Lakeshore Recycling Systems. 
 

11. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME 
Ms. Olson reported that no public comments were received during the GSTF meeting. 

 
12. CLOSING FAREWELL AND ADJOURN 

Then there being no further business to come before the Sustainability Task Force, upon 
motion being made by Mr. Mulvaney, seconded by Ms. Fremont, and unanimously 
adopted by all those present, the meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m.   
   


